Our Challenge ONLY YOU CAN SAVE
AMPHIBIANS

The resources are simply not available to To provide the necessary resources,
rescue and manage the large numbers of Amphibian Ark and participating

critically endangered amphibian species. organizations must raise $50 million. This
money is urgently needed to preserve these

species by funding:

» North American zoos have the resources
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Research on amphibian populations
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has taken on this challenge with enthusiasm Other startup costs entailed in the
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But implementation calls for financial and
political support from all parts of the world...”
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The Amphibian Crisis
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mpbhibians are faring worse than
other animals, as shown by the rates
of threatened species:
» 30% of amphibians
> 21% of mammals
» 12% of birds
> 5% of reptiles
> 4% of fish

(Number of threatened species as percentage
of species described, according to the 2008
TUCN Red List)

For amphibians, the potential impact

of chytrid fungus across all species is
probably underestimated, and a significant
number of amphibian species that have
been described are too rare and too

poorly known to assess their level of
endangerment.

AArk is focused initially on rescuing 500
species of amphibians that cannot be
saved in the wild, primarily because of
the threat from chytrid fungus. At current
rates, ten or more species of amphibians
are facing extinction every year, so time is
of the essence.

JOHN GARDNER

“I'm _Jean-Michel Cousteau, and I'm writing to
you on behalf of Amphibian Ark, the global non-
profit organization which is coordinating the
emergency rescue of the most threatened amphibian
species. I am
Jjoining Sir David
Attenborough,
Jefff Corwin, and
thousands of zoos,
aquaria, and
other conservation
organizations
in rallying our
planet to avert this
threatened mass
extinction.”
Jean-Michel
Cousteau
Seadragon

Foundation,
Inc.
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The Impact of Losing
Amphibians

» Amphibians are a vital part of the
food web for many birds, reptiles, and
mammals. If amphibians vanish, it
will accelerate the crisis for many other
animals that depend upon them.
Example: The northern redback
salamander is possibly the most abundant
vertebrate in easternU.S. forests,
exceeding the biomass of all the bird
and mammal species combined. The
loss of such an enormous food source
would pose a serious threat to.many

birds, reptiles, and mammals that eat the
salamanders.

Amphibians eat huge numbers of pest
insects, benefiting agriculture around the
world and reducing the spread of insect-
borne diseases such as malaria, dengue
fever, encephalitis, and many others.
Example: A single population of

1,000 cricket frogs is estimated to
consume almost 5,000,000 insects and
other invertebrates a year. Wherever
amphibians have declined, invertebrate

pests that damage crops and spread
disease have increased.

Study of amphibians has led to many
scientific discoveries that benefit
humanity. With the many extinctions of
amphibian species, we have lost forever
information that might have transformed
our understanding of health and disease.
Example: The skin of amphibians
contains substances that offer possible

medical cures for a variety of human
diseases, including AIDS.

Good News

The good news is that chytrid fungus is
manageable in amphibians in captivity.

By rescuing breeding populations of
critically endangered amphibians around
the world and placing them in zoos or
other institutions, species can be preserved
until it is safe to release them into the wild
again. Amphibian Ark is working to avert the
threatened mass extinction by doing just this.

Reflecting the urgency of the need and the
short timetable for action, Amphibian Ark
(AArk) has the full support and participa-
tion of the world’s scientific leadership. /7 is
a collaborative partmership of the 1,200-mem-
ber World Association of Zoos and Aquariums
(WAZA), the Internasional Union for Con-
servation of Nature (IUCN)/Species Survival
Commission (SSC) Conservation Breeding
Specialist Group, the IUCN/SSC Amphibian
Specialist Group, and many other zoo associa-
tions, 200s, aquariums, botanical gardens, and
conservation organizations.

Amphibian Arks roles are

» To spearhead and coordinate programs
in the U.S«and around the world

» To prieritize species for immediate
rescue and coordinate placement of
breeding populations in zoos and other
institutions

» To help provide resources for
maintaining breeding populations until
it is possible to reintroduce them into

the wild
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